CAREERS NEWSLETTER
SEPTEMBER ‘17

CAREERS NEWSLETTER
SEPTEMBER ‘17

CAREERS NEWSLETTER
SEPTEMBER ‘17

GREETINGS ALL
September is another busy month for career
events. If you are leaving school in 2017 next
year is a baby step into your next chapter, it is
not a giant leap that will determine the rest of
your life.

when you have enough and I will start
collating them on my website.

Jan Owen’s great new report from FYA
indicates that we need to start
careers immersion younger. I put
up a blog post about extracurricular, immersion activities for younger
students which may help.

CAREERS NEWSLETTER

This month’s Year 12 - What Next? feature
will help you to navigate your path into 2018.

There is a new State Training Plan which
those involved with VETiS, health industry
training and ICT may want to read. There is
also a new Disability, Access and Inclusion
Plan for training.
I am keeping up the barrage of resources for
Career and Transitions teachers. Let me know

Cheers

Bev Johnson

SEPTEMBER ‘17

Career Planner – In Focus Careers
M: 0434056412
Email: Bev.J@infocus-careers.com.au
See my Website at: Infocus-careers.com.au
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URGENT NEWS
26 & 27 AUGUST – ECU COUNTER TERRORISM, SECURITY
& INTELLIGENCE
Joondalup Campus 9:00am –12:00 Noon
Chat to course coordinator, Jeff Corkill, about ECU’s Counter
Terrorism, Security and Intelligence courses, the flexible study
options and your career goals. It’s a great opportunity to chat with
your future lecturer and meet students currently studying the course!
Register HERE

27 AUGUST - ECU OPEN DAY BUNBURY CAMPUS
South West (Bunbury) Campus Sunday, 12.00pm - 3.00pm
Discover courses, get advice from staff, watch demos and enjoy music, food and games.
See the program HERE.

29 AUGUST– ECU PSYCHOLOGY, COUNSELLING,
CRIMINOLOGY, SOCIAL WORK AND YOUTH WORK
Joondalup Campus 6.00pm - 7.30pm
If you have a passion for communication and for understanding the human condition, our
School of Arts and Humanities offers courses with exciting employment or selfemployment opportunities.
Register HERE

29 AUGUST – DEFENCE FORCE RECRUITING ARMY
RESERVE
Irwin Barracks - Stubbs Terrace, Karrakatta 7.30pm
Serve where you're needed most. As a Reservist in the Army you'll be part of a team that
helps rebuild the lives of entire communities, providing assistance in times of need.
Register HERE.
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29 AUGUST – NATIONAL DISABILITIES FUTURE
POSSIBILITIES YOUTH CONFERENCE
The aim of the Conference is to:

 Inform students about employment, further education and post school
pathways to better prepare them for life after school;

 Promote the excellence and use of Vocational Education and Training in
School to potential employment and training agencies and higher
organisations; and

 Create partnerships between students, schools and post school destinations.
For more information go HERE.

30 AUGUST – CURTIN ENGINEERING
Curtin Campus Building 213, Room 101 (Next to Tim Winton Lecture Theatre)
6pm
Join us for an engineering
information evening and find out how
your passion for maths, science and
technology could lead to a successful
career in engineering.
We will provide you with an overview
of Curtin’s undergraduate engineering
program, with information on our
award-winning engineering
foundation year, engineering majors, scholarship opportunities and more.
Register HERE

30 AUGUST – MURDOCH ALTERNATIVE PATHWAYS AND
TISC INFORMATION
Murdoch Campus 6 pm

 Learn about the TISC process and how to structure your preferences
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 Hear about OnTrack, OnTrack Sprint and FlexiTrack which are fee-free
enabling programs making you eligible to apply for any course at Murdoch
with an indicative ATAR of 70.00

 Hear about the pathways and options available to you if you don’t quite get
the mark you hoped, fall short in your ATAR English subject of if extenuating
circumstances mean you can’t complete the ATAR.
For more information and to RSVP please email engage@murdoch.edu.au

30 AUGUST - DEFENCE FORCE RECRUITING: WOMEN IN
DEFENCE
Level 7, 66 St Georges Terrace, Perth
6.30PM
There are many more men in the forces
than women and Defence has launched
another drive to recruit more women into
the forces.
Find a career that suits the life you want to
live with the Australian Defence Force. Find
out more at our information session.
Register HERE

30 AUGUST – CURTIN SOCIAL WORK
Curtin University Freda Jacob Lecture Theatre, Building 108, 6.30 pm

Are you interested in finding out
more about a career in social
work? Are you curious about
what a social worker does and
what a typical day looks like?
Register HERE.
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31 AUGUST APPLICATION WORKSHOP FOR ABORIGINAL
AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER STUDENTS
5.30pm - 7pm Manjaree (ND9), Bateman Courtyard, access from 38 Mouat
Street, University of Notre Dame Fremantle

Students can come down to our Fremantle
Campus and get the support they need to
complete their application form or have it reviewed.
There will also be more information about courses
on offer, scholarships and accommodation
opportunities.
Register HERE

CAREER EVENTS
5 SEPTEMBER – ECU TEACHER EDUCATION
ECU Mt Lawley Campus 6pm

ECU has Western Australia's oldest and largest School of Education, with over 100 years of
experience in teacher education. We graduate more professional educators than any other
WA institute. Find out why Teaching’s popular at ECU and experience our well-equipped
School of Education.
Register HERE.

6 SEPTEMBER – ECU MEDIA, COMMUNICATIONS, ARTS
AND DESIGN
ECU Mount Lawley Campus 6.00pm
The world of communication is undergoing a tsunami of change.
If you have a passion for communication and for understanding the human condition, our
School of Arts and Humanities offers courses with exciting employment or selfemployment opportunities.
Register HERE.
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7 SEPTEMBER – ECU PATHWAYS
Joondalup Campus 6.00pm - 7.30pm
If you:
-

didn't get a great score in
Year 12

-

haven't been at school for a
while, or

-

don't have any formal
qualifications,

University could still be an option
for you.
ECU is a leader in finding ways for people to get into University – especially people
who thought it would be mission impossible to get a uni degree.
At our Pathways Information Evening you'll find out more about our
-

UniPrep Program and

-

Portfolio Entry Pathway

Register HERE

8 SEPTEMBER - ABILITIES EXPO
Burswood Entertainment Centre
The annual Abilities Expo for people with disability, their families and carers to learn more
about services and supports will be held on 8 September at Crown Perth.
Visitors may hear guest speakers, enjoy performances and take part in interactive
workshops that focus on skill-building for employment and inclusion-focused interactions,
in addition to meeting with many of WA’s disability service providers.
A significant addition to this year’s expo is there will be an evening session.
The expo will be open 9.30am–1.30pm and 4.30–7.30pm. For more information go HERE.

9 SEPTEMBER - CQU OPEN DAY
CQUniversity 10 William Street, Perth 9:00am – 1pm
Thinking about starting a TAFE or university qualification? If you're considering CQUni, you
probably have a few questions. Come to our Open Day.
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REGISTER YOUR INTEREST IN ATTENDING OUR PERTH OPEN DAY

10 SEPTEMBER – APPLICATIONS CLOSE FOR UNLEASHED
AWARDS
Each year, the Foundation for Young Australians recognise and celebrate the genuine
impact young people have made to the biggest social and economic challenges of our time.
The annual Unleashed Awards honour their incredible contribution to our world with a
night of music, celebration, and speakers at Australia’s premier social change awards for
young people.
The Jump Start and Rookie of the Year Awards (Years 7 – 10) are suitable for middle school
students.
Nominate for the Awards HERE.
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12 SEPTEMBER - CURTIN SPEECH AND PATHOLOGY
Curtin Campus 6pm
Hear from our lecturers
about course structure, entry
requirements and core
learning outcomes, but most
importantly what life is like as
a psychologist or speech
pathologist.
Register HERE

12 SEPTEMBER - CURTIN SCIENCE
Join us for a science information evening and find out how your passion for maths, science
and technology could lead to a successful career.
Register HERE

12 SEPTEMBER - UWA ENGINEERING
UWA Oceans Institute Auditorium 6pm
Can you see yourself as an Engineer?
Find out about courses and
prerequisites, information on career
paths and guidance on the different
areas of study within Engineering.
We will also have some friendly
students on-hand to answer any
questions about university life or
being a member of one of the
faculties exciting student clubs.
For more information contact marketing-fems@uwa.edu.au or call 6488 7999.
Register HERE.
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12 SEPTEMBER – UWA TISC INFORMATION EVENING
UWA Campus Alexander Lecture Theatre 6PM
What’s ‘TISC’ and how does it work?
This session is designed to help Year 12 students make the most of their ATAR score to
help you get into your preferred course at UWA.
Topics covered include:







The TISC university application and offer process
Tips on structuring your preferences
Entry requirements
How to apply for Direct Pathways into postgraduate courses
Important dates for Year 12 students

Register HERE.

13 SEPTEMBER - ECU TEACHER EDUCATION
Joondalup Campus 6.00pm - 7.30pm
Find out why Teaching’s popular at ECU and experience our
well-equipped School of Education.
Register HERE

14 SEPTEMBER - WAAPA ARTS MANAGEMENT AND LIVE
PRODUCTION
Mount Lawley Campus

6.00pm - 7.30pm

The Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts is one of the world's leading
performing arts academies, providing the most comprehensive range of performing arts
training in Australia.

14 SEPTEMBER – ECU BUSINESS AND LAW
Joondalup Campus 6.00pm - 7.30pm
Thinking about a Business course or studying Law, or maybe both? Don’t miss this session.
Our courses have been developed in consultation with industry, so you know you'll be
acquiring skills that future employers are looking for.
Register HERE
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19 SEPTEMBER NEW AUSTRALIAN APPRENTICESHIP
WEBSITE INFO SESSIONS
The Australian Apprenticeships and
Traineeships Information Service
(AATIS) has a new AAPathways website.
Free interactive face-to-face sessions are
now scheduled to demonstrate the
improvements and functionality of the
website.
The sessions will be in Perth on 19th
September.
Register for the webinar HERE.

20 SEPTEMBER – ECU SECURITY AND COMPUTING
INFORMATION EVENING
Joondalup Campus 6.00pm - 7.30pm
Our Science graduates keep their career options open by studying emerging disciplines like
Counter Terrorism, Sustainability, Cyber Security, or Environmental Management.
Register HERE

21 SEPTEMBER WA POLICE RECRUITING
4.30 Police Academy 81 Lakeside Dr, Joondalup
These sessions book up quickly.
If you are interested in a career as a police officer this information session will provide you
with information about joining the police force and different roles of police officers. It does
not provide information on the Cadet or Police Auxiliary Officer entry pathways which are
not currently recruiting.
Contact Police Recruiting at your earliest convenience on (08) 9301 9607 or email police.recruiting@police.wa.gov.au .
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25 – 29 SEPTEMBER – ECU WACE REVISION SESSIONS
Joondalup Campus
Prepare for Year 12 exams, guided by experienced
secondary teachers with WACE marking
experience. And it’s FREE!
Register HERE

25 – 28 SEPTEMBER – ECU
WACE REVISION SESSIONS
South West (Bunbury) Campus
Prepare for Year 12 exams, guided by experienced
secondary teachers with WACE marking
experience. And it’s FREE!
Register HERE

27 SEPTEMBER ECU CAMPUS TOUR
 Joondalup Campus

11.00am - 12.00pm

Register HERE

 South West (Bunbury) Campus 3 October 11.00am - 12.00pm
Register HERE

 Mount Lawley Campus 4 October 11.00am - 12.00pm
Register HERE
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27 OR 28 SEPTEMBER A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A MURDOCH
UNIVERSITY STUDENT (YEAR 9 & 10S)
If you are currently in Year 9 or 10, join us for a day as you create your own university
timetable of activities, and meet
new friends while you explore the
campus and take part in hands-on
workshops in areas that interest
you.
There are two dates available to
choose from:
Wednesday 27 September 2017
OR
Thursday 28 September 2017
Register HERE

29 SEPTEMBER – MURDOCH UNIVERSITY MEDIA
PORTFOLIO PREP DAY
Are you in Year 12 and interested in studying a Creative Media or Communication course
at Murdoch?
You may be eligible to apply to
Murdoch using a media portfolio!
Portfolio Entry is an alternative
pathway for creative students to gain
admission. Applicants will be
assessed based on their motivation
and potential for creative aptitude,
rather than by their ATAR results.
Come join us on Friday 29
September for the Media Portfolio Prep Day and participate in creative workshops
conducted by our academics, get feedback on your work and learn how to compile it all
into a stunning portfolio for submission.
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Portfolio Entry is available for the following courses:
English and Creative Writing

Games Art and Design

Graphic Design

Journalism

Photography

Public Relations

Radio

Screen Production

Sound

Theatre and Drama

Web Communication

29 SEPTEMBER 11PM - TISC APPLICATIONS CLOSE
You can still apply after this date but will need to pay a late fee.
Applications for a place at a Western Australian university for 2018 close on this day. Go
HERE to apply.
Notre Dame and CQU conduct a separate applications process and you should contact
those universities to apply for a place with them.
For information about how to apply for universities in other states go here
Auditions and Portfolio Applications
You need to apply through TISC AND submit a separate application for an audition
/interview from the institution concerned (ECU and UWA) if you applying for:

 WA Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA) courses,
 Other ECU courses that require an audition and/or interview, or
 UWA's Music Studies or Specialist Music Studies majors
More details are in the course information on Course Search.
For Curtin: If you're applying for the Portfolio Entry pathway apply through TISC and
submit your portfolio directly to Curtin University.
For ECU: If you're a School Leaver who will obtain an ATAR apply through TISC you can also
prepare a Portfolio for the Portfolio Entry Pathway as a backup. To be considered through
the Portfolio pathway, in addition to your TISC application, you will also need to complete
14

and online application with ECU through 'Apply Online' and upload your portfolio
documents to your application.
If you won't obtain an ATAR you should apply direct to ECU and upload your portfolio
documents to your application.
For Murdoch: If you're a Portfolio applicant apply through TISC. For information
about how to submit your portfolio go online.

29 SEPTEMBER – NOTRE DAME TERTIARY PATHWAYS
PROGRAM ENROLMENTS CLOSE
Notre Dame is changing its enabling
program for 2018.
Students will now be encouraged to
apply for the Tertiary Pathways Program,
rather than the Foundation Year
program that has been offered in the
past.
This will be a 13 week program offered in
Semester 1.
Applicants will need to demonstrate
potential for success within the TPP by
outlining background experiences in a Personal Statement, as well as one of the following:

 Year 12 school results that do not meet the minimum academic entry
requirement for undergraduate course entry; or

 Completed an AQF equivalent of Certificate III or higher; or
 An international qualification equivalent to one of the above; or
 Other experience deemed relevant by the Manager of Admissions.
Successful completion of the TPP meets minimum academic entry requirements for
bachelor degree courses that have a listed minimum ATAR score of 70.
You can find a flyer about the TPP on the Notre Dame site HERE.
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SEPTEMBER – APPLY NOW FOR THE ADFA EDUCATION
AWARD
Get your applications in for the ADFA Education Award
The Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA) Education Award is presented annually to
Year 12 students in recognition of leadership potential, and academic and sporting
achievements exhibited during Year 11.
The award comprises a tablet device (or similar) and certificate for you, along with a plaque
of recognition for your school. There are up to 50 awards available on behalf of the Navy,
Army and Air Force, which will be presented to suitable applicants who have applied for
entry to ADFA.
Find details HERE.

SEPTEMBER – APPLY NOW TO THE AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE
FORCE ACADEMY FOR 2019
Applying for ADFA is a dual application process. It is preferable to begin the process in year
11 because the dual applications make it time consuming. See the Defence Force website
or call 131901 for more information.

TRAINING
NEW STATE TRAINING PLAN
There is a new State Training Plan.
Priority 4 is:
Creating opportunities for young people to participate
in the labour market.
This priority mentions the need for VET in Schools to be
linked more closely with priority occupations and skills
needed by the labour market.
In order to achieve that there is to be stronger marketing of
the Secondary Students VET Qualifications Register.
.You can find a copy of the Plan HERE
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SECONDARY STUDENTS VET QUALIFICATIONS REGISTER
The Department of Training published the Secondary Students VET Qualifications Register
(V5) in May 2017.
This is the register mentioned in Priority 4 of the State Training Plan (above).
Its purpose is to guide the selection and delivery of VET qualifications to secondary
students.
The register includes:

 Advice from Industry
Training Councils to
complement training.
 Course assessment
requirements,
regulatory and
licensing requirements
to help schools and
RTOs to determine
their capability and
capacity to deliver and assess a qualification.
It is actually pretty easy to read and the colour coding helps!!

DOES TOM GLEESON READ TRAINING MATTERS??
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Has Tom Gleeson started reading Training Matters? The August Issue is out.

OPPORTUNITIES
ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
Rotary is looking for bright, welladjusted students between the
ages of 15 and 18 as of 1 January
in the year of their exchange.
Their principal purpose will be to
act as Youth Ambassadors for
Australia.
Students will be given the
opportunity to experience first
hand different cultures and
lifestyles. At the same time they will be informing their host community of the Australian
way of life and building better international understanding and goodwill.
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Exchange students in 2019 may reside in Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Denmark including
Iceland, Finland including Estonia, France, Germany, Japan, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland,
Taiwan, Spain, Poland, Thailand, South Korea, USA, Peru or Italy. Closing date for 2019 is
March 31 2018.
The closing date for Rotary Youth Exchange Applications for 2019 is March 31st 2018
FIND OUT MORE http://www.youthexchange.asn.au/

POWERING CAREERS IN ENERGY
Chevron Australia is helping 15 – 17 year old students who are interested in a career in
energy, learn about the industry through our Powering Careers in Energy (PCiE) initiative.
PCiE aims at increasing energy
literacy in schools to improve
students' skills and training
outcomes.
The one-year course covers five
study areas and accounts for the
equivalent of two units toward
the Western Australian
Certificate of Education (WACE).
An integral component of the
program is the residential camp

Sabrina from Norseman District High School,
participates in the PCiE program via the School of
Isolated and Distant Education in 2014

which sees students complete the final unit of the program – by demonstrating skills and
knowledge acquired during the first four units. Students gain hands on experience during
the camp and apply knowledge and skills learned through the program to practical science,
technology, engineering and math activities.
For more information go HERE.
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OPPORTUNITY FOR LEAVERS
Jump onboard Leeuwin’s Youth Explorer Voyage sailing from 29th November to 5th
December. This voyage is
available for any youths
keen to experience a week
at sea and develop skills in
leadership, teamwork and
communication. Onboard
participants are involved in
all aspects of sailing the
ship from taking the helm,
furling and unfurling sails, climbing aloft and hauling lines. For any students who are
interested in a career in the marine industry or maritime environment, they can apply for a
Woodside scholarship. This scholarship can assist with up to $1500 of the voyage fare.
For more information go HERE.

DISADVANTAGED STUDENTS
TAFE STUDENT SUPPORT
If you know someone about to go to TAFE who has learning difficulties you need to know
about the USIQ (Underpinning Skills for Industry Qualifications) and CAVSS (Course in
Applied Vocational Study Skills).

USIQ
The underpinning skills program provides up to 500 hours of specialised teaching in
literacy, numeracy and other skills required for students experiencing a range of learning
barriers.

CAVSS
CAVSS provides up to 100 hours of literacy and numeracy support for ‘mainstream’
students. The program is undertaken in a team teaching environment with the CAVSS
specialist working in partnership with the industry specialist.
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Both USIQ and CAVSS can be undertaken at the same time. Enquire at your local TAFE to
find how to access the program.

CGEA
The Certificate of General Education for Adults helps adults improve their literacy,
numeracy and general education skills. Certificate I in the CGEA is for students who have
difficulties with literacy and numeracy.
Enquire at your local TAFE college to find out more about this entry level training program.

NEW DISABILITY ACCESS AND INCLUSION PLAN FOR
TRAINING
Families seeking support for vocational education will find the priorities for the
Department of Training and Workforce Development in the new Disability Access and
Inclusion Plan 2017–2021.
It aims to ensure:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

People with disability have the same opportunities as other people to access the
services of, and any events organised by, the Department.
People with disability have the same opportunities as other people to access the
buildings and other facilities of the Department.
People with disability receive information from the Department in a format that
will enable them to access the information as readily as other people are able to
access it.
People with disability receive the same level and quality of service from the staff
of the Department as other people receive from the staff of the Department.
People with disability have the same opportunities as other people to make
complaints to the Department.
People with disability have the same opportunities as other people to participate
in any public consultation conducted by the Department.
People with disability have the same opportunities as other people to obtain and
maintain employment at the Department.
The plan invites your engagement and feedback.

If you would like a copy of the plan you can find it HERE.
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PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES
THE NEW WORK SMARTS FYA
REPORT
By 2030, Australia’s current primary school students will
be close to finishing their school education. The New
Work Smarts points out that:

 We are going to spent more time learning on the
job.

 We are going to spend a lot more time thinking,
and focusing on interpersonal tasks.

 We will be more self-directed.

You can get a copy of the report HERE.

GUIDELINES FOR CAREER AND TRANSITIONS TEACHERS
The three Western Australian school education sectors have developed the West Australian
Guidelines for Career Development and Transitions
These Guidelines provide the framework for career development and transition teachers in
Western Australia.

CAREERS CENTRE RESOURCES
The Department of Training has its Careers Centre in the old post office building in Forrest
Place in Perth. Students can get free career advice there which includes JigCal assessment.
The Career Centre has resources for careers teachers online HERE.
They also provide information about each industry and helpful sites HERE
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WORLDS OF WORK (WOW)
WOW is a FREE careers learning program that builds
students’ personal and enterprise skills. Tailored for
students in Years 8-10, WOW activities facilitate
meaningful career-linked experiences that aim to
answer What does it take to succeed in life and work?
Find details HERE.

ECONOMIC NEWS
If you are interested in economic trends that will impact on the employment prospects of
your students you can subscribe to WA Works HERE.

WORKERS RIGHTS
There is growing publicity about unscrupulous
employers ripping off workers who don’t know
their rights.
The ACTU provides teaching resources including
videos HERE.
You can also get a free eBook designed to help
students to get their first job while still at school.
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CDAA TAPS INTO GOVERNMENT EXPERTISE

I just registered for this webinar. Ivan Neville is responsible for identifying current and future
skills demands for the Commonwealth.
There will probably be statistics but he is a regular conference speaker so
know when he talks about stuff that sends people to sleep.

will

It is on at 5pm which could be tricky for those heading home from
work.
You can register HERE.

21 CENTURY CAREERS
ST
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THE AI RACE
The brilliant ABC programs on the AI Race
explore the impact of artificial intelligence
(AI) on our lives.
The programs proposed that being creative
and adaptable and an early adopter of
emerging AI trends could be key survival
skills.
They said:
We don’t know how many jobs will be
destroyed by AI and which jobs will be
created.
We do know that ALL jobs will be impacted.
Their job analysis indicated that 22% of
role of secondary school teachers’ would
be impacted by AI, while 55% of carpenters’ role would be impacted.
Being able to adapt to, adopt and create AI is already a key success factor in 21st century
careers.

NCVER SKILLING FOR TOMORROW
The Skilling for Tomorrow paper provides a summary of research and discussion on
the future world of work, drawing out points relevant to the theme of the 26th
National VET Research Conference ‘No Frills’ — Skilling for tomorrow.
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THE FUTURE OF WORK

Check out the ABC Future of Work podcast to hear some of Australia’s leading
thinkers on this.
If you can get past some of Judith Sloan’s patronising comments she made some good
points:
 Most employers in Australia are small businesses who don’t employ by
algorithm,
 That there are great opportunities emerging in the health sector, and
 She questions STEM. Where ARE the jobs??

YEAR 12 WHAT NEXT?
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If you are leaving school in 2017 next year is a baby step into your next chapter, it is not a
giant leap that will determine the rest of your life path. This summary guides you as you
make your choices about 2018.

Career Advice
You can ignore making a decision about what to do in 2018 but next year will not stop
coming just because you ignore it.

ACTION
If you are not clear about what to do in 2018 get help.





See your school career counsellor.
Get free advice from the Careers Centre in Forrest Place Perth or in regional
centres.
Each Western Australian university and TAFE College has free career counselling.
You are under no obligation to enrol at the place where you get your counselling.

Consult a private career planner.

Youth Allowance and Scholarships
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Your decision to study may depend on finances. If you are 18 - 24 and you have supported
yourself for 18 months you MAY qualify for Youth Allowance.

ACTION
Check the Youth Allowance site to see if there are any benefits that you are eligible for.
There is an Ask for Help button which could save you hours trying to get through on the
phone. If you need to leave home to study don’t forget to ask about travel allowance.
Also check for financial assistance on the Good Universities Guide site HERE.
There are scholarships for so many purposes, not just academic excellence and they are
often only available when you start university or TAFE. Search online for scholarships in
your field. The Good Universities Guide tries to capture most scholarships on its site.
Ask your career advisor for help searching for scholarships.

Spot the Difference
If you want to study in 2018 deciding on uni or TAFE will be a good start. Guess which
fashion course is at Curtin University and which is at South Metropolitan TAFE.

In this (course) you will focus on
the relationship between
garment and body, using a
theoretical and contextual
framework for understanding
national and international trends
and the cultural significance and
practice of fashion design.

In our course you’ll learn how to
produce a unique range of
garments and accessories for
the marketplace. You’ll gain
fashion illustration and drawing
skills and learn about digital
design, pattern making and
garment construction.

If you thought the first one was Curtin you are right. University has a more theoretical
approach to learning while TAFE has a more practical focus. Pick the learning style that
suits you best for 2018.

1. Uni Pathway
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Very few people have a clear idea of what they want to do at university. If you want to start
university in 2018 but are not exactly sure what course or subjects to take, apply the same
thinking you used in Year 10 when choosing WACE subjects to keep your opportunities open.

ACTION
 Talk to your school career counsellor about what course to apply for and subjects to
take.

 Go to see a career planner at one or two universities to clarify what course and subjects
you wish to take.

 Decide on your top choices.
 Apply to your chosen university either via TISC or via Notre Dame or your chosen
university.

2. Unsure about Uni for 2018
If you MIGHT want to go to uni in 2018 APPLY through TISC.
If you get offered a place you can accept and DEFER for a year.

ACTION
 Read Is the Uni Bus Right for You?
 See a career planner.
 Apply for a course at your chosen university via the normal TISC or direct application
process

 When you get an offer contact your university to hold your offer and defer it to 2019.

3. Alternative Pathway to Uni
If you want to go to uni in 2018 but don’t get the required ATAR score there are many alternative
pathways you can take. Some universities will consider your current scores if you have a year
between leaving school and starting university. They consider that the break can result in you
gaining maturity that will help you to succeed at university.

ACTION
 Contact me and I will send the latest WA information on alternative pathways at all WA
universities including TAFE colleges.
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 See a career planner at the university or training college of your choice.
 Decide on your best option.
 Apply for the alternative pathway of your choice.

4. TAFE Course
If you are clear about what TAFE course you want to take in 2018 contact your chosen college
to enrol. Full time TAFE enrolments open on 1st September.

ACTION
 Talk to your school career counsellor about what course to apply for and subjects to
take.

 Each of the arms of this map contains a link to information about TAFE courses. Email
me at Bev.J@infocus-careers.com.au and I will give you online access to the map.

 Go to see a career counsellor at TAFE to clarify what course and subjects you wish to
take. Ask the counsellor to advise you about courses that are subsidised by government
because of skills shortages. These courses are on the State Priority Occupation List
(SPOL) and are cheaper than many other courses.
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 Decide which course to enrol in.
 Apply for a place in your chosen course. Check the college website for online
applications.

5. Apprenticeships and Traineeships
Getting an apprenticeship or traineeship is like getting a job.

ACTION
 The latest and best information to start with is the new Australian
Apprenticeship and Traineeship Information site.
 Get the apprentice job search app here. That will help you to find your local Group
Training Provider in WA.

 Get help from your school career advisor to prepare your CV ready for job applications.
 Get references from school before you leave and get copies of them. Get the correct title
and contact details of those at school who give you a reference.

 Ask your family and friends if they know of any apprentice opportunities.
 Search for apprenticeship opportunities on sites like Indeed, Jora and Seek.
 There is a list of apprenticeship mentor services that can lead to you getting an
apprenticeship. Contact me for the latest list.

 Ask your local TAFE if they have any pre apprenticeship programs. They can be tricky to
get into as demand is always high. Employers often contact their local TAFE to find a
good employee to take on as an apprentice.

6. Gap Year
If you are not sure about going to uni or TAFE in 2018 why not really embrace Gap year
opportunities. The Victorian Government provides free unbiased advice about taking a Gap
Year HERE.
I have listed a number of Gap Year opportunities for you to check out HERE.

Contact: Bev.J@infocus-careers.com.au for worksheets, links to sites and more information.
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SUMMARY
Pathway
1. Uni 2018

SEPTEMBER
Apply for preferred
uni through TISC,
Notre Dame or
CQU

2. Unsure about uni

Apply for preferred
uni through TISC,
Notre Dame or
CQU

3. Alternative Uni
pathway

Apply for course of
choice

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER
ATAR results

ATAR results

WACE
Exams

ATAR results

Prepare
portfolio if
required
4. TAFE Course
5. Apprenticeships/
Traineeships

6. Gap Year

Start looking for
apprenticeship
opportunities

Apply to
preferred
college
Apply for
apprenticeshi
ps

WACE

JANUARY
Offered a
place at
university
Accept offer
Offer of place
at university –
Accept offer
AND defer for
a year
Miss offer.
Seek info
about
alternate
pathway at uni
of your choice.
Offer of place
in TAFE

Check this Australian Apprenticeship site for
information

FEBRUARY
Orientation
Week

MARCH
Uni starts

Orientation
Week

Uni starts

Courses start.
TAFE starts

Check TAFE colleges for pre apprenticeship
opportunities.
Look for organised Gap year opportunities.
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BLOG POSTS
MIDDLE SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PATHWAYS
This post provides a catalogue of competitions, games, clubs and labs that give younger
students opportunities to join in,
experiment and have fun.
For a PDF of this list email
Bev.J@infocus-careers.com.au.
Please let me know of additional
opportunities for younger WA
students and I will add them to the
list.
To see the list go HERE.

SUBCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER
Individuals, families and schools can subscribe to the In
Focus Careers newsletter.
For a free sample email me
Bev.J@infocus-careers.com.au or see details HERE

Individuals and families can subscribe to the In Focus
Careers newsletter.
For a free sample email me
Bev.J@infocus-careers.com.au or see details HERE

Individuals and families can subscribe to the In Focus
Careers newsletter.
For a free sample email me
Bev.J@infocus-careers.com.au or see details HERE
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Individuals and families can subscribe to the In Focus
Careers newsletter.
For a free sample email me

CAREER CALENDAR
Date

Career Event

26 & 27 August

ECU COUNTER TERRORISM, SECURITY

27 August

ECU South West Open Day

29 August

ECU Psychology, Counselling, Criminology, Social Work,
Social Science and Youth Work

29 August

Defence Force Recruiting Army Reserve

29 August

Future Possibilities Conference Albany

30 August

Curtin Engineering Information Session

30 August

Defence Force Recruiting Women in Defence

30 August

Murdoch Pathways and TISC Information Evening

30 August

Curtin Social Work Evening

5 September

Notre Dame Admissions Information Evening & Expo

5 September

ECU Teacher Education Mount Lawley Campus

6 September

ECU Media, Communications, Arts and Design

7 September

ECU Pathways Information Evening Joondalup Campus

8 September

Abilities Expo Perth

9 September

CQU Open Day CQUNI EVENTS

10 September

Applications close for Unleashed Awards

12 September

Curtin Speech and Pathology

12 September

UWA Engineering Information Evening

12 September

UWA TISC Information Evening

12 September

Curtin Science Information Evening

13 September

ECU Teacher Education Information Evening

14 September

WAAPA Arts Management and Live Production

14 September

ECU Business and Law
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20 September

ECU Security and Computing

25 – 29 September

ECU WACE Revision Sessions

25- 28 September

ECU WACE Revision Bunbury

27 & 28 September

A Day in the Life of a Murdoch University Student
(Year 9 & 10s)

27 September

ECU Joondalup Campus Tour

29 September

Murdoch University Media Portfolio Prep Day

29 September

TISC Applications Close

29 September

Notre Dame Tertiary Pathways Enrolments Close

3 October

ECU South West (Bunbury) Campus Tour

4 October

ECU Mount Lawley Campus Tour

11 October

ECU Teacher Information Evening SW Campus

12 October

WAAPA Production Tour

19 October

ECU Information Evening SW Bunbury Campus

20 October

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islanders Years 9–12

21 October

ECU Information Evening Joondalup Campus

31 October

Pizza Night for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders

1 November

Mainstream written WACE exams start. History first.

2 November

International Night for students in Perth

14 November

ECU Information Evening Mount Lawley Campus

15 November

WAAPA Production Tour Mt Lawley Campus

28 November

ECU Information Evening SW Campus Bunbury

5 December

ECU Information Evening Joondalup Campus

December 7, 8, 11, 12

ConocoPhillips Science Experience with Engineering

13 December

ECU Information Evening Mt Lawley Campus

19 December

WACE results and Universities Admission Advice Letters online.

December

TAFE full time applications close.
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